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RRTECTTQN ~ Sfi(Y\M CAR LTON IN VIEW OF MAGOWAN IN VIEW Q F 
PLATKIEWir ^ AMD FU RTHER IN VIEW OF CURTI S AMD SPENCER 

Claim 1 

1 . (Five Times Amended) A bearing pad assembly 
comprising: 

a first housing having an exterior surface and defining a bore 
extending at least part- way through said first housing; 

a first load bearing member coupled to said first housing, and defining 
an outwardly facing first abutment surface; 

a second housing defining a bore of a shape similar to said exterior 
surface of said first housing and adapted to slideably receive said first housing 
therein; 

a second load bearing member coupled to said second housing and 
defining an outwardly facing second abutment surface opposite to said first 
abutment surface; 

at least one slip lining positioned between said first housing exterior 
surface and a bore wall defining said second housing bore; and 

at least one compression spring positioned within said first housing 
bore, wherein said compression spring [comprises a solid resilient material] 
having a [torus] toroidal shape , the toroid having an outside dia meter minus 
an inside diameter equal to or greater than a heigh t when positioned in the 
Rearing pad assembly [ for providing a force resisting compression generally 
at an increasing rate when progressively compressed, thereby providing a 
low initial resistance to compression, but a high ultimate resistance to 
compression in urging said first and second load bearing members away 
from one another in response to a load being imposed upon at least one of 
said first and second abutment surfaces]. 
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REJECTION - S102(B) CARLSTQ N 
Claim 15 

15. (Five Times Amended) A bearing pad assembly comprising: 

a first housing having a bore extending through said first housing; 

a first load bearing member coupled to said first housing and defining 
an abutment surface opposite to said first housing; 

a second housing having a bore extending through said second 
housing, adapted to telescopically receive said first housing; 

a second load bearing member coupled to said second housing and 
defining an abutment surface opposite to said second housing; and 

at least one compression spring in the shape of a ftorus ltoroid 
positioned within said first housing bor e, the toroid having an outside 
diameter minus an inside diamete r equal to or greater than a height when 
positioned in the bearing pad assembly)" . for providing a force resisting 
compression generally at an increasing rate when progressively compressed, 
thereby providing a low initial resistance to compression, but a high ultimate 
resistance to compression in urging said first and second abutment surfaces 
away from each other in response to a load imposed on at least one of said 
abutment surfaces]. 
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